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the prayers which never have been in vain in the
presence of your pity. Nor do I believe that my
prayers for your stableness and safety are vain
in the sight of God^ for the divine grace gladly
receives the tears which flow forth from the fount
of lovel.

ce I have been informed that certain of the friends
of your Flaceus, Edelard to wit. Metropolitan of
the* See of Dorobernia and Pontiff of the primatial
see in Britain^ and Ceilmund2 of the kingdom of
the Mercians^ formerly minister of king OfEa, and
Torhcmund3 the faithful servant of king Edilred,
a man approved in faith, strenuous in arms,, who
has boldly avenged the blood of his lord., desire to
approach your piety 4. All of these have been very
faithful to me, and have aided me on my journey;
they have also aided my boys as they went about
hither and thither. I pray your best clemency to
receive them with your wonted kindness, for they
have been close friends to me. I have often known
bishops religious and devoted in Chrisir's service,
and men strong and faithful in secular dignity, to
be laudable to your equity; for there is no doubt
that all the best men, approved by their own con-
science, love good men, being taught by the ex-
ample of the omnipotent God who is the highest

1  It has already been noted that Alcuin found it very
difficult to shed tears.

2  :i Ceolrauud   the   duke,'5   "Ceolmund   the   minister,"
often appears in the Mercian documents of the time.

3  Simeon of Durham, under the year 779, has the entry,
Duke Aldred, the slayer of King Ethelred, was slain by
Duke Thorhtmund in revenge for his lord.

* This amounts to an official representation of the three
great powers, the West Saxons, the Mercians, and the
Northumbrians.